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FLASHING ELECTRONIC SCHOOL ZONE SIGNS — CARINE 
Grievance 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [9.21 am]: My grievance is directed to the Minister for Transport. Today 
I wish to highlight what I see as an injustice to the safety and wellbeing of school students in my electorate of 
Carine. 
The minister will certainly be aware that the schools in my electorate are all eagerly looking forward to the 
installation of the 40-kilometres-an-hour, high-visibility flashing signs to operate around schools during opening 
and closing times. These signs are formally known as electronic school zone signs. This is a marvellous initiative 
for the safety and welfare of school students, and I commend the government and the successive Ministers for 
Transport who have been responsible for setting up and supporting this program. We are all aware of the 
dreadful traffic tangles that occur around schools at drop-off and pick-up times. I am sure that every other 
member in the house has, as I have, received ongoing complaints about this problem. We need these flashing 
signs at our schools to remind a few impatient parents to drive safely. They are also needed for those dangerous 
through-drivers who drive too fast through suburban school zones and ignore the fact that young children do not 
always recognise the dangers of road traffic. 
In my electorate of Carine, schools and parents and citizens associations struggle with this issue on an ongoing 
basis. Some schools with very high traffic flows suffer particularly badly, and that is why I greeted this initiative 
with such enthusiasm. I was therefore quite disappointed that the allocation of flashing school lights for 2013–14 
bypassed my electorate entirely; not one of the schools in the electorate of Carine was going to benefit from this 
safety initiative straightaway. Although I thought this was a bit unfair, I did understand that there had to be 
a rollout process to install the lights, and that not every school in Western Australia could be first on the list for 
installation. However, I know that some of my schools suffer badly as they are located on very busy roads, so 
I wrote to the Minister for Transport in October 2012 and said that I felt that these schools needed to be given 
some urgent consideration. 
Poynter Primary School is one of the schools I am most concerned about. Poynter Drive connects Warwick and 
Beach Roads and takes a lot of traffic from cars that use it as a rat run to avoid the snarls around 
Marmion Avenue. As Poynter Drive is a fairly wide road, cars tend to speed down it without any consideration 
for the students who are crossing the road. That is why I felt it was a major risk area and deserved some priority. 
North Beach Primary School also worries me. Again, North Beach Road carries a lot of traffic as it connects 
Marmion Avenue with the beachfront. However, it is a very narrow road, and efforts to slow the cars down by 
means of a roundabout have not succeeded in slowing the traffic much. Next we have Carine Primary School and 
Carine Senior High School, which are almost side by side on an incredibly busy road, Osmaston Road. This is 
a main road through the suburb of Carine and once again, drivers get frustrated with the traffic flow without 
seeming to understand the need to slow down. I also point out that with the construction of Carine Rise and the 
St Ives retirement village just off this road at the site of the old Carine TAFE site, traffic in the area is about to 
increase even more, with a dramatic influx of new residents, so I see protection for Carine Primary School 
students as being of high priority. 

I also identify significant concerns around the Glengarry, Davallia and Duncraig Primary Schools, as they and 
Our Lady of Grace Primary School are also all on busy roads. I acknowledge that Karrinyup Primary School 
may be of slightly lower priority because it is on a less busy road. I was told by the minister in December 2012 
that, of course, not every school could be done in the short term. I was, however, pleased with his assurance that 
the government had doubled the installation funding for 2012–13 to $2.5 million, taking funds from red light and 
speed camera infringements, and that the government would be putting that money directly into road safety. 
Former Minister for Transport Buswell also said that the schools I identified would be included for consideration 
in the 2013–14 installation program, so imagine my frustration and that of my school communities when the list 
of the 39 metropolitan schools that were to receive the lights in 2013–14 was released in November 2013 and we 
found that, once again, not one single school in my electorate was to have them installed. 
Nearly a year later, in August 2014, Minister Nalder released the list of schools that would receive the lights in 
the 2014–15 financial year. I acknowledge that St Stephen’s School in Duncraig is going to receive flashing 
lights in the next allocation, and I know it is very appreciative. However, I remain bitterly disappointed because 
this is the only school to receive the flashing lights in all this time, and I do not think that is fair. The government 
schools in my electorate missed out yet again, despite the fact that some of them are in great need of this safety 
measure. My constituents ask, quite rightly, where their fair share is of the money to be spent on these school 
safety signs. Parents from schools such as North Beach Primary School have outlined to me and the Minister for 
Transport their commitment to health by encouraging children to walk to school, and setting up school buses on 
which children are escorted to school safely. This wonderful initiative deserves the support of this government 
with signage that will protect children who walk to school. 
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These are the schools in my electorate that have so far received none of the $36 million that has been committed 
to this program: Carine Primary School; Carine Senior High School; Davallia Primary School; Duncraig Primary 
School; Duncraig Senior High School; Glengarry Primary School; Karrinyup Primary School; North Beach 
Primary School; Poynter Primary School; and Our Lady of Grace Primary School. 
I look forward to the minister’s firm commitment that the schools in my electorate will receive these signs, to 
protect their safety, at the earliest possible time. I thank the house for its attention. 
MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.27 am]: I thank the member for his grievance 
and his continued representations on behalf of his community in regard to road safety. The state government 
recognises the importance of improving safety for children on their journey to and from school. As members 
may be aware, the first 40-kilometres-an-hour school zones were introduced in Western Australia in 1997 as an 
initiative of the Court government. The school zones provide an important reminder to motorists that they are 
likely to encounter students and to reduce their speed. A major advance in improving safety has been achieved in 
recent years with the development of solar-powered 40-kilometres-an-hour flashing electronic school zone signs. 
By the end of last financial year, 237 school zones had been upgraded to include the electronic signs. 
In August last year, I announced that the state government would be installing the flashing lights at a further 
73 sites under the 2014–15 program, which will bring the total to 310 individual schools across our state. 
The Liberal–National state government is delivering on its commitment to allocate $36 million to ensure that 
every school across Western Australia with a 40-kilometres-an-hour school zone will have electronic flashing 
signs within the next three years. 
I can appreciate the concerns raised today by the member for Carine regarding the number of schools within his 
electorate that are yet to have the benefit of the installation of flashing signs. With more than 1 070 schools 
across the state, it is a significant project we have committed to. Understandably, every school community wants 
their school to be given priority. Over the next two financial years, Main Roads will be significantly increasing 
the rate of electronic school zone sign installations so that we can meet our commitment. To achieve this, 
Main Roads is in the process of engaging three separate major suppliers to boost the rollout of the installation 
program. At this stage, the 2015–16 installation program is under development and will be announced early in 
the new financial year. 
I take on board the member’s grievance and I assure him that two schools within the Carine electorate will 
receive flashing school zone lights this financial year. Electronic school zone signs are well regarded by schools, 
parents and motorists because they are highly visible and remove any confusion as to when the 40-kilometres-
an-hour speed limit starts. Our government is delivering on its commitments, and is making real progress in 
ensuring the safety of kids around schools.[Quorum formed.] 

Point of Order 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: We are waiting for the Minister for Health to be here. There was an agreement that the 
member for Kimberley would make a grievance to the Minister for Health next. We have called for a quorum in 
order to find him. 
The SPEAKER: I do not think that is a point of order. The Minister for Health is not here. Thank you member 
for Midland; it has been noted. 
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